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Worcester June 7th 1863 
Dear Uncle, 
Your letter of May 24th was 
very gratefully received. Thank you for 
your lengthy description of Washington 
and its contents. I think W. would 
be a much more agreeable place to visit 
than to have for a permanent abode. 
I am glad the military authorities 
are attempting to make some change 
in the appearance of its streets for no 
true American can fail to be interested 
in the condition of its Capital city. 
What a pleasure it must be for any 
soldiers possessing a love of the beautiful 
to tare themselves away from camp and 
warlike scenes and once more behold the 
works of art, those mementoes of the time 
of the nations peace and prosperity. 
How much good would one derive 
from a visit to the Smithsonian Institi-
-tute, so justly celebrated! How much to 
treasure up in the mind to be recalled 
in leisure hours! I think this war will 
give people a much better idea of the 
geography of our own country and its 
natural and artificial beauties, though 
it is so vast a country to be thoroughly 
acquainted with that I fear it will 
take poor me a long time to appreciate 
its grandeur. 
I hope you don't expect one bit of 
news from me for I haven't any. 
Things progress just about so so in 
our neighborhood. Two weeks ago father 
and I rode up to Brookfield to church. 
Mr.Chad been pretty sick and did 
not preach. The old church looked per 
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fectly natural but I thought it was 
not as full as when we lived there. 
So many have gone to the war is the reason. 
I suppose Mr. "Nat" Foster is building 
a new boot shop and they are soon to 
rebuild the townhouse I hear. So much 
is N. B increasing in size. One of my 
old friends was married last week Adelia 
Haskell now Mrs. Eddy. She is just two 
weeks older than myself but, will now 
be extremely old and dignified in her 
demeanor I suppose! Mother called 
on Martha Crawford Lawrence last 
week and, through her, heard that aunt 
Mina and children are in Winchendon. 
We were somewhat surprised to hear of 
this temporary change, it is so long since 
we have heard anything from them. 
I am glad they are all well. 
Father seems to be about as busy as ever, 
although now is not the season for selling 
many goods. He gets but little time 
for recreation but, fortunately his heath is 
good. 
My cousin Albert Kinney is in 
a great deal but his wound is said to be 
 [CROSSHATCHED ON P. 1] 
and be we are very sorry for him.  James Hill Esq. called here last week 
Perhaps you knew his brother William Hill died in the Hospital 
from wounds received in battle. 
Mr. G.H. was with him for 
three weeks before he died. He 
gave us quite a description of 
some of the Hospitals and 
Hospital life which must 
be far from pleasant.  How the 
poor fellows must suffer!  Two 
Worcester ladies have gone as 
Nurses to Fort Skyler.  Now if I 
only was not young and handsome 
perhaps I could do some good 
in that line.  The will would not 
be wanting certainly. 
 We are having a horse railroad 
built here from the north end of 
Main street as far as New Worcester. 
Some are thinking a great deal of 
having it but I think it breaks up 
 
[CROSSHATCHED P. 2] 
the street too much. Do you know that my uncle Willard is a Montreal? 
He has been there on business some time. He has given us very interesting 
 
[CROSSHATCHED P. 3] 
Description of M. & Quebec where he spent three weeks. It seems they have 
Some handsome edifices etc. outside of our lines. Please remember that 
I suppose you have plenty of news papers in W. If not I could [send] you some occasionally 
 
[CROSSHATCHED P. 4] 
you haven't sent me your photograph yet. I wish I had some thing more interesting 
to write. Please write me again before long. With a great deal of love, Your affectionate niece 
M. L. Jenks 
